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Officer Involved Shooting 
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Report Date: Bi ıu/Station/Facilty: 
11/20/98 z: Š Lennox Station 


incident information 


ue 098-13801-0378-055 Dae: 11-20-98 Time: 2025 hours 
ICity or Station: Nature of incident: Deputies on patrol attempted to speak to two 
individuals (consensual contact) regarding possible gang activity in 
the area. One of the individuals immediately turned around and 
ifired at the deputies. They retumed fire, killing the suspect. 


Lennox Station 


Location: Imperial Highway and Raymond Avenue, 
Los Angeles (unincorporated) 


Location Type Lighting (circle only one): Incident Type (circle one or more); Initiated by (circle only one): 
(Circle one or more): Darkness Aki Arrest Warrant 

Backyerd Daylight Armed Person on 
Beach : Observati 

z Other Fleeing Suspect N 
Business ccd Pie One Person Unit 

y Gun Take Away Other 
Industrial Moving Vehicle Search Warrant 
Park Weather (circle only one): pentody 
Parking Lot Ce Fr 
Residence Cloudy 
R Fi Struggle Involved Prior Activity (circle only one): 
tural og 

irte Re Traffic Stop Detective 

ool Unarmed Person Inmate Transport 
pra Unintentional Other 

R Distance: Vehicle Pursuit Routine Pattal> 

Warrant Service 
[Total # of Shots Fired by Deputy | Total # of Shots Fired by Suspect A 
45 2 Other. Pedestrian Stop Aero Unit? X] Canine Unit? [X] 


Employee Witnesses 
ShifiTime (cirele only one): | ShiftType (circle oniy one): 
EM PM Day Regular Overtime Off Duty 
Shin Time (circle only one). | Shit Type (circle only one) 
Regular Overtime Off Duty 
Shit Type (circle only one) 
Regular Overtime OH Duty 


Witness to shooting 


Gallagher Present during shooting Involved in shooting 
Last Name I (circle one or more): 
‘On Duty 


Witness to shooting 
Present during shooting Involved in shooting 


Watch Sergeant 


Watch Commander 


SH# 


SH-R-438A rev. 3/97 See Reverse 
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Rollout Information 


Aw) Other Weapon: Vehicle 
(BC) (08) Other Weapon: Blunt Object re 
@ (00) Other Weapon: Other an 
en Personal Weapon: Feet/Leg: (Kick) en Back 
(CN) (PS) Personal Weapon: Feet/Leg: (Sweep) 
(CR) (PH) Personal Weapon (Hand/Arm) En) Buttocks 
(CH) (PP) Personal Weapon (Push) (CH) Chest 
(cn (PO) Personal Weapon (Other) (EL) Elbow 
m (RS) Resistance FA Fave 
(TD) Control Holds:(Takedown) (CN) Restraint Device (Capture Net) (FE) Feet 
(CE) Chemical (RH) Restraint Device (Handcuffs) Gunshot F) Fingers 
(OC) Chemical Agents (OC Spray) (HB) Restraint Device:Hobbie (Legs Only) (HB) Human Bite (GE) Genitals 
(TG) Chemical Agents (Tear Gas) (TP) Restraint Device:Hobble (TARP) (GR) Groin 
(ŒX) Explosives (RE) Restraint Device: REACT Bok (HD) Hand 
(FH) Firearm (Handgun) (SP) Sap (HE) Head 
(FR) Firearm (Rifle) (SH) Shield H) Hip 
(FS) Firearm (Shotgun) (SG) 37mm Stinger ON) Intemal 
(FO) Firearm (Other) (SB) Sting Bal (KN) Knees 
(FB) Flashbang EN Stun Bag (LE) 

Flashlight (NK) 


9 
an 410 

eo ee we Nash Anasema een w 10mm Q5) .25 caliber Da 544 cabor 
(HA) — Harrington & Richardson (NO) Norinco (US) US Government (12) 12 guage (30) .308caliber (46) 45 caliber 
(HI) Hi Standard (RA) Raven (YY) Handmade (Inmate) (20) 20 guage @5) 367 caliber (0) 50mm 
HK) HAK (RM) Remington 009 Homemade (Non-inmato) |C) 72 cait ee o Otter calber 
en... RO). RG WA Other Brand (23) 223 caliber (40) -40 caliber 

FORCE APPLIED (one code per block) 

Used By | Used Against | Method | Brand | Caliber nore Pen Type of Injury | Body Part 

(E# or St) | (E#orS#) | (Code) (Code) YN) (VIN) (Code) (Code) 


SH-R-438A rev. 3/97 See Front Side 
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Page _3 of 5 


involved Employee 


Employes Last Name First 
ei = Coates Jeffre, R. 
Sax Race: [Rank Unit Assignment: [Work Assignment (Uni #, Module, elo.) 
M White |: Deputy Lennox Station 
ShitTime (ercis ony one; — | Shifitype (circle only one) > Substance Used 
pai pad Rate ac Intoxication/Drug Usage? [C] 
Hospital Admission? Hospital Neme: Coroner Case? Coroner Cone E Interviewed? 54 
kaa pi |e eae, [Clothing (eirete only one): ‘Other Factors: 
8 75 Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket wi Vest 
Age: Height: Weight: Plain Clothes w/ Vest Unifom no Vest 
600 190 | Raid Jacketno Vest 
[Range Qu Date: [dd Laser Training Date: Fi 
Certified with Weapon Used? || Patrol Certification? MY [pa Usk: € Prior Shootings? | Nember.of re 
Mi 


Field Training Officer Emp m“ OA 


First Nar 


Field Training Officer Emp $ 


Hospital Admission? Interviewed? [X] 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting:| Duty Time (hrs): [Clothing (circie only one) Other Factors: 
8 7.5 Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w/ Vest 
Age: Height; Weight: Plain Clothes w Vest Unifom no Vest 
mo Raid Jacket no Vest 
Range Qualfication Date: PPC Galion Dato u Training Date: 
Corti with Weapon Used? |] | Patrol Certification? lj (Certification u Prior Shootings? | | Number of Flos Shootings: 

Fick Training Officer Emp ast Nar First Nar MI. | 
Field Training Officer Emp asi Name First Name Mi 

E | Employee # Last Namo First Namo MI. 
Sox: Race: Rank Unit Assignment: [Work Assignment (Unk Y, Module, etc): 
Shiite eras ony ond; | SHINType (eee oniy ona FE ‘Substance Used: 

MPM Os Romer Oman moa, | norkenDrug Usage? [] 
i Coroner Case # 
Hospital Admission? Hospital Neme: Coroner Case? [7] Interviewed? 
IB 
Tits of sloop prior to shooting!| Duty Time (hrs): [Clothing (cirele only one): Other Factors: 
Piain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w Vest 
Age: Height: Weight: Plain Clothes w Vest Uniform no Vest 
Raid Jacket no Veet Uniform w Vest 
Range Qualification Date: | PPC Qualification Date: | Laser Training Date: 
Certified with Weapon Used? Patrol Certification? Pe Unit: Prior Shootings? Number of Prior Shootings: 
Field Training Officer Emp # Tast Name First Name MI. 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name Fir Name Mi. 
SH-R-438A rev. 3/97 See Other Side 
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Suspect Information 


Suspect Information 


URN: 


\ ww 
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Last Name Cuellar Fisi Name Ricardo 
AKA Lasi Name First Name 
"Rico" 
sus EZ 
en Drivers Liconsgdis 
unk | | — 1 
ya DOS. Hight: Wei Foie 

“48 11122179 |“ 5-10 “170 me 
Booking # Primary Charge: ‘Secondary Charge 
Coroner Case? [XX] Coroner Case Hg 07906 | Intoxication/Drug Usage? [] | Substance Used: 
Armed? X] Apprehended? [X] | Mental iness? Criminal History? MIN 


Vehicle Make Model: Year. 


S| Last Name First Name MJ. 
ARA Last Name First Name Mu. 
Sex: Race: Street Address: City State & Zip Code: 
Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security #: | Drivers License #: 
Age: D.OB. Height: Weight: FBI# | cia 
Booking # Primary Charge: Secondary Charge: 
Coroner Case? [| | bd Intoxication/Drug Usage? Aubalance Veer 
Armed? | Apprononded? | | Mental lines? [_] | criminal History? | | 
Vehicle Make Model: Year: 
[5 [Lest Name First Namo MI. 
TARA Last Namo First Name MI. 
Sex: Race: Street Address: City State & Zip Code: 
‘Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security $: Drivers License #: 
Age DOB. Height: Weight: Eg cus 
Booking # Primary Charge: Secondary Charge: 
Coroner Case? Coroner Case $ Intoxication/Drug Usage? |) Substance Used: 
Armed? | | Apprehended? | |) Mental lines? [_] | Criminal History? 
Vehicle Make Modot: Year: 


| 


fg [Last Name First Name Mi. 
AKA Last Name First Name uM. | 
‘Sex: Race: ‘Sireet Address: City State & Zip Code: 
Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security #: Drivers License #: 
Age: DOB. Height: Weight: Fale En 
Booking # Primary Charge: Secondary Charge: 
Coroner Case? |) cad Intoxication/Drug Usage? Anos Used 
| Armea? Apprehonded? Mental lines? Criminal History? 
Vehicle Make Model: Year: 


A E E 
SH-R-438A rev. 3/97 See Other Side 
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Non-Employee Witnesses 


Last Name First Name Mil 
| Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Last Name First Name Mi. 
‘Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Last Name First Name MI. 
‘Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Last Name First Name Mi. 
Strooi Address "Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Last Name First Name Mi. 
Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Last Name First Namo zn. = 
Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Last Name First Name Mi. 
Sirest Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Last Name First Namo MI. 
‘Street Address Zip Codo Work Ph Home Ph 
Last Name First Name Mi. 
Siret Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Last Name First Name Mi. 
Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Last Name First Name MI. 
‘Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


INCIDENT SUMMARY 


INCIDENT SUMMARY 


IAB SH1235781 


On Friday, November 20, 1998, Lieutenant Cecil Rhambo and Sergeants Clay Porlier, Roger 
Zombek and Tom Campbell of the Internal Affairs Bureau responded to Imperial Highway and 
Raymond Avenue in the unincorporated Lennox area of Los Angeles County regarding a deputy 
involved shooting. Lieutenant Joe Brown, Sergeants Mark Winters and Gary Miller and Detectives 
Sue Coleman and Ed Looney from Homicide Bureau were on scene to conduct the criminal 
investigation. 


The summary of this incident is based on information obtained from interviews of the involved 
employees and various witnesses, whose individual statements are contained in the Homicide Bureau 
case package (refer to Exhibit A). Refer to Exhibit B for photographs relating to this incident. 


SUMMARY 


On November 20, 1998 at approximately 2030 hours, Deputies Jeffrey Coates and MOM 
working Lennox Unit 31, had just assisted in the handling of a gang disturbance call, possible person 
with a gun, near MI Having found no disturbance or unusual activity, they 
began a general patrol of the area. As they were driving southbound on Raymond Avenue 
approaching Imperial Highway, they saw two male blacks walking eastbound on the north side of 
Imperial Highway crossing Raymond Avenue. Deputy Coates, who was driving, pulled up along 
the north/east curb line (see area diagrams, Exhibit A, pages 90, 92 and 102), placed the car in park 
and attempted to contact the individuals to see if they had any knowledge of the earlier gang 
disturbance. 


As he began to exit the patrol car, Deputy Coates called out to the two individuals, saying something 
to the effect of, "Hey, can we talk to you a minute?" At this point neither deputy believed that the 
two individuals were aware of their presence. Before Deputy Coates had a chance to fully exit the 
patrol car, the individual walking closest to the roadway (Suspect Cuellar) spun to his left and fired <7! kue, ui pa 
one to two rounds in the direction of Deputy Coates from waist level at a distance of rn a 
15-20 feet. At the same time, the second individual began running eastbound along Imperi: 
Highway, then northbound through an alley or possibly up Van Buren Avenue. Deputy Coates 
immediately ducked back inside the patrol car for cover, at the same time withdrawing his gun from 
his holster. Deputy seeing his partner fall back into the patrol car, believed he may have 
been hit. Suspect Cuellar began crossing the front of their patrol car in a southerly direction. Deputy 
HE ¢ lieved he was about to be engaged by Suspect Cuellar and fired several rounds at him. 
Deputy Coates then reemerged from the driver’s side of the car with his gun drawn. At this point 
Suspect Cuellar was turned toward them, pointing a gun in their direction. Deputy Coates also fired 


7 several rounds at Suspect Cuellar. Suspect Cuellar, showing no signs of being wounded at this point, 
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began running across Imperial Highway in a south easterly direction. 

wa yellea out to Suspect Cuellar, "Let me see your hands!" As Suspect Cuellar 
reached the raised center divider in the street, he turned toward both deputies, gun in hand. Both 
deputies then fired several rounds each at Suspect Cuellar. Suspect Cuellar continued running along 
the center divider, turning toward the deputies, pointing his gun at them. Deputy Coates took careful 
aim and fired another round, apparently striking Suspect Cuellar and causing him to fall to the 
ground. Up to this point, Deputy Coates had remained on the driver’s side of the patrol car. 


Believing Suspect Cuellar was not going to get up due to his injury, Deputy [approached 
him with his gun drawn, yelling at him to show his hands. Suspect Cuellar quickly stood up and 
continued a slow run eastbound along the south side of Imperial Highway, turning around in what 
Deputy BEER ee: was a threatening manner. Deputy MN fired several more rounds at 
Suspect Cuellar who continued running until he reached a bus stop. Suspect Cuellar momentarily 
leaned against the bus stop, then collapsed to the ground. 


By now Deputy Coates had joined Deputy pnd together they approached Suspect Cuellar, 
using the minimal concealment afforded by a nearby tree or light pole. As Suspect Cuellar attained 
acrouched position, Deputies Coates and Wa him numerous times to show his hands. 
Suspect Cuellar again turned toward the deputies in amanner that Deputy BN +: threatening. 
Deputy Mied a final round at Suspect Cuellar who then collapsed and lay still on the 
sidewalk behind the bus stop. At this point another patrol unit had arrived and with their assistance 
they approached Suspect Cuellar and determined he was no longer a threat. Deputy Coates saw no 
handgun in the immediate area of Suspect Cuellar but with the assistance of arriving units, a 
containment was quickly set up and two handguns were located within the area of the shooting (refer 
to Exhibit B). 


The second individual who was with Suspect Cuellar EN MB/17, turned himselfin the 
following day at Lennox Station where it was determined he was a witness only. He told 
investigators that he and Suspect Cuellar were walking to his (Mr. eee house when he saw 
a cop car "swoop" on them. His Suspect Cuellar, had been walking with both his hands in 
the front pockets of his pants. Prior to the deputies saying anything, Mr. EE saw Suspect 
Cuellar withdraw his hands from his pockets, each hand holding a gun. Suspect Cuellar then turned 
toward the deputies. Mr. immediately started running, characterizing Suspect Cuellar’s 
actions as "suicide." Mr. said Suspect Cuellar fired the first round, describing it as 
sounding like a "little gun," followed by several louder gunshots. Mr. thought he heard 
approximately 15 gunshots as he was running away. Mr. [said he did not think Suspect 
Cuellar knew the car behind them was a patrol car. He also stated that to his knowledge Suspect 
Cuellar was not under the influence of alcohol or drugs and had been acting normally up until the 
shooting. vo also not aware that Suspect Cuellar was in possession of two handguns. 


Several witnesses in an apartment on the MW corner of Raymond Avenue and Imperial 
Highway also witnessed the initial stages of the shooting and described it substantially the same as 
Deputies Coates and Other witnesses saw or heard portions of the shooting but to a lesser 
degree. 
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